Page 1 of 10

DICTIONARY

A

ABHURE - vb. 1. To renounce or retract, esp. formally, solemnly, or under oath. 2. To abstain from or reject.

ABROGATE - vb. To cancel or revoke formally or officially; repeal; annul.

ABSTRUSE - adj. Not easy to understand; recondite; esoteric.

ACCRETION - n. 1. Any gradual increase in size, as through growth or external addition. 2. Something added, esp. extraneously, to cause growth or an increase in size. 3. The growing together of normally separate plant or animal parts. 4. Pathology, a. Abnormal union or growing together of parts; adhesion. b. A mass of foreign matter collected in a cavity. 5. Law. An increase in the share of a beneficiary in an estate, as when a co-beneficiary fails to take his share.

ADDUCE - vb. To cite (reasons, examples, etc.) as evidence or proof.

ADMONISH - vb. 1. To reprove firmly but not harshly. 2. To advise to do or against doing something; warn; caution.

ADUMBRATE - vb. 1. To outline; give a faint indication of. 2. To foreshadow. 3. To overshadow; obscure.

ADVENTITIOUS - adj. 1. Added or appearing accidentally or unexpectedly. 2. (Of a plant or annual part) developing in an abnormal position, as a root that grows from a stem. 3. Coming from outside.

AEGIS - n. 1. Sponsorship or protection; auspices (esp. in the phrase under the aegis of). 2. Greek myth. The shield of Zeus, often represented in art as a goatskin.

ANACHRONISM - n. 1. The representation of an event, person, or thing in a historical context in which it could not have occurred or existed. 2. A person or thing that belongs or seems to belong to another time. 

ANTHROPOCENTRIC - adj. Regarding man as the most important and central factor in the universe.

ANTHROPOMORPHISM - n. The attribution of human form or behaviour to a deity, animal, etc.

ANTHROPOPHAGY - adj. Cannibalism.

ANTINOMIAN - adj. 1. Relating to the doctrine that by faith and the dispensation of grace a Christian is released from the obligation of adhering to any moral law. - n. 2. A member of a Christian sect holding such a doctrine.

APOCALYPTIC - adj. 1. Of or pertaining to a prophetic disclosure or revelation. 2. Making violent and doom-laden predictions. 3. Suggesting the end of the world: an apocalyptic spectacle.

APOCRYPHAL - adj. 1. Of questionable authenticity. 2. Of or like the Apocrypha. 3. Untrue; counterfeit.

APOGEE - n. 1. The point in its orbit around the earth when the moon or an artificial satellite is at its greatest distance from the earth. 2. The highest point.

A POSTERIORI - adj. Logic. Of, or pertaining to, or designating arguments, propositions, or knowledge derived from reasoning from facts or particulars to general principles, or from effects to causes; inductive; empirical.

APOSTROPHE - n. Rhetoric. A digression from a discourse, esp. an address to an imaginary or absent person or a personification.

APOTHEOSIS - n, p1. -ses. 1. The elevation of a person to the rank of a god; deification. 2. Glorification of a person or thing. 3. A glorified ideal.
A PRIORI - adj. 1. Logic. Pertaining to or proceeding from a known or assumed cause or general principle to a necessarily related effect or conclusion; deductive. 2. a. Based on reason alone; not provable empirically. b. Based on a hypothesis or convention rather than on experiment or experience. 3. Claimed as true without examination; not supported by factual study.

ARCANUM - n., p1. -na. 1. (Sometimes plural) A profound secret or mystery known only to initiates. 2. A secret of nature sought by alchemists.

ARCHITECTONIC - adj. 1. Denoting, relating to, or having architectural qualities. 2. Metaphysics. Of  or relating to the systematic classification of knowledge. 

ASCRIBE - vb. 1. To credit or assign, as to a particular origin or period: to ascribe parts of a play to Shakespeare. 2. To attribute as a quality; consider a belonging to: to ascribe beauty to youth.

ASSEVERATE - vb. To assert or declare emphatically or solemnly.

ATAVISM - n. 1. The recurrence in a plant or animal of certain primitive characteristics that were present in an ancestor but have not occurred in intermediate generations. 2. Reversion to a former or more primitive type.

ATOMISM - n. 1. An ancient philosophical theory that the ultimate constituents of the universe are atoms. 2. Psychology. The theory that experiences and mental states are composed of elementary units.

AXIOM - n. 1. A generally accepted proposition or principle, sanctioned by experience; maxim. 2. A universally established principle or law that is not a necessary: the axioms of politics. 3. Logic, maths. A self-consistent self-evident statement that is a universally accepted truth resting on intuition rather than experience and forming the basis of reasoning.

B

BIBLIOLATRY - n 1. Excessive devotion to or reliance on the Bible. 2. Extreme fondness of books.

BORBORGMUS - n. Rumbling in the abdomen due to movement of fluid and gases in the intestines.
C

CANTICLE - n. 1. A non-metrical hymn, derived from the Bible and used in the liturgy of certain Christian churches. 2. A song, poem, or hymn, esp. one that is religious in character.

CANTRIPS - n. Scot. 1. A magic spell. 2. A  mischievous trick.

CAPARISON - n. 1. A decorated covering for a horse or other animal, esp. (formally) for a war-horse. 2. Rich or elaborate clothing and ornaments. - vb. 3. To put a caparison on.

CASUISTRY - n. 1. Philosophy. The applications of general ethical principles to particular moral problems esp. where conflicting obligations arise. 2. Reasoning that is specious, misleading, or over subtle. 

CATECHETICAL - adj. Of or relating to teaching by question and answer.

CAVEAT - n. 1. Law. A formal notice requesting the court or officer to refrain from taking some specified action without giving prior notice to the person lodging the caveat. 2. A warning; caution. 

CENOBITICAL - adv. A religious order following a communal rule of life.

CHICANERY - n., pl. -eries. 1. Verbal deception or trickery, esp. in legal quibbling; dishonest or sharp practice. 2. A trick, deception, or quibble. 

CIRCA - prep. (Used with a date) At the approximate time of: circa 1182 BC. Abb. c.

COEVAL - adj. 1. Of or belonging to the same age or generation. - n. 2. A contemporary. 

COGENT - adj. Compelling belief or assent; forcefully convincing.

COGITO - n. Philosophy. The principle that establishes a person’s existence from the fact of his thinking and awareness.

COGITO, ERGO SUM - Latin. I think; therefore I am; the basis of Descartes’ philosophy. COLLOCATION - n. A grouping together of things in a certain order, as of the words in a sentence. COLOPHON - n. 1. A publisher’s emblem on a book. 2. (Formerly) an inscription at the end of a book showing the title, printer, date, etc.

COMPENDIOUS - adj. Containing or stating the essentials of a subject in a concise form; succinct. 

CONATION - n. The element in psychological processes that tends towards activity or change and appears as desire, volition, and striving. 

CONATIVE - adj. 1. Grammar Denoting an aspect of verbs in some languages used to indicate the effort of the agent in performing the activity described by the verb. 2. Of or relating to conation. 

CONCATENATION - n. 1. A series of interconnected events, concepts, etc. 2. The act of linking together or the state of being joined. 

CONCOMITANT - adj. 1. Existing or occurring together; associative. - n. 2. A concomitant act, person, etc.

CONCUPISCENCE - n. Strong desire, esp. sexual desire.

CONGERIES - n. Collection of objects or ideas; mass, heap.

CONJUNCTIVE - adj. 1. Joining;  connective. 2. Joined. 3. Of or relating to conjunctions or their use. 4. Logic. Characterising, containing, or included in a conjunction. - n. 5. A less common word for conjunction (sense 3).
CONSANGUINITY - n. 1. Relationship by blood; kinship. 2. Close affinity or connection.

CONSONANT - n. 1. A speech sound or letter of the alphabet other than a vowel; a stop, fricative, or continuant. - adj. 2. (Postpositive; followed by with or to) Consistent; in agreement. 3. Harmonious in tone or sound. 4. Music. Characterised by the presence of a consonance. 5. Being or relating to a consonant.

CONSPECTUS - n. 1. An overall view; survey. 2. A summary; resume.

CONSUMMATE - vb. 1. To bring to completion or perfection; fulfil. 2. To complete a (marriage) legally by sexual intercourse. - adj. 3. Accomplished or supremely skilled: a consummate artist. 4. (Prenominal) (intensifier). A consummate fool.

CONTEMN - n. To view with contempt; despise.

CONTINGENT - adj. 1. Dependent on events, conditions, etc. not yet known; conditioned 2. Logic. (Of a proposition) True under certain conditions, false under others. 3. Happening by chance or without known cause; accidental. 4. That may or may not happen; uncertain. - n. 5. A part of a military force, parade, etc. 6. A representative group distinguished by common origin, interests, etc., that is part of a larger group or gathering. 7. A possible or chance occurrence.

CONTUMELY - n., p1. -lies. 1. Scornful or insulting language or behaviour. 2. A humiliating or scornful insult.

COROLLARY - n., p1. -laries. 1. A proposition that follows directly from the proof of another proposition. 2. An obvious deduction. 3. A natural consequence or result. - adj. 4. Consequent or resultant.

CORRELATE - vb. 1. To place or be placed in a mutual, complementary, or reciprocal relationship. 2. (tr.) To establish or show a correlation. - adj. 3. Having a mutual, complementary, or reciprocal relationship. - n. 4. Either of two things mutually or reciprocally related.

CORRELATIVE - adj. In mutual, complementary or reciprocal relationship; corresponding.

COSTIVE - adj. 1. a. Constipated. b. Causing constipation. 2. Slow; sluggish. 3. Stingy; niggardly.

COZEN - vb. To cheat or trick (someone).

D
DATUM - n., p1. -ta. 1. A single piece of information; fact. 2. A fact or proposition, known or assumed, from which inferences can be drawn.

DE JURE - adj. Latin (According to law.) By legal or constitutional right.

DEMAGOGUE - n. 1. A political agitator who appeals with crude oratory to the prejudice and passions of the mob. 2. (Esp. in the ancient world) Any popular political leader or orator.

DEMOCRITUS - n. ?460-?370 BC Greek philosopher and scientist. He developed an atomist theory of the universe, holding that it was made up of minute particles, or atoms, multifariously arranged to account for the differing properties of matter.

DESIDERATIVE - adj. 1. Feeling or expressing desire. 2. (In certain languages, of a verb) Related in form to another verb and expressing the subject’s desire or intention to perform the act denoted by the other verb. — n. 3. A desiderative verb.

DE NO VO - adv. Latin. From the beginning; anew.

DIALECTIC - n. 1. The art of arriving at the truth by exposing the contradictions in an opponent’s argument or beliefs and overcome them; especially, the Socratic method of question and answer to elicit the truth. 2. a. The process, formulated by Hegel, of reaching the truth or the absolute through change, whereby a proposition or idea (thesis) is transformed into its opposite (antithesis) and preserved and fulfilled by it, the combination of the two being resolved in a higher form of truth (synthesis), the ultimate synthesis being for Hegel the mind or thought. b. Hegel’s critical method for the investigation of this process. 3. The contradiction between two conflicting forces viewed as the determining factor in their continuing interaction.

DIASPORA - n. 1. a. The dispersion of the Jews from Palestine after the Babylonian captivity. b. The Jewish communities that arose after this dispersion. c. The places in which settlements existed. 2. (In the New Testament) The body of Christians living outside Palestine. 3. (Often not cap.) A dispersion or spreading, as of people originally belonging to one nation or having a common culture.

DIASTOLE - n. The dilation of the chambers of the heart that follows each contraction, during which they refill with blood.

DIDACTIC - adj. 1. Intended to instruct esp. excessively. 2. Morally instructive; improving. 3. (Of works of art or literature) Containing a political or moral message to which aesthetic considerations are subordinated.

DIDACTICS - n. The art or science of teaching.

DIMINUTION - n. 1. Reduction; decrease. 2. Music. The presentation of the subject of a fugue. etc. in which the note values are reduced in length

DIPTYCH - n. 1. A pair of hinged wooden tablets with waxed surfaces for writing. 2. A painting or carving on two panels, usually hinged like a book, DISJUNCTIVE - adj. 1. Serving to disconnect or separate. 2. Grammar a. Denoting a word, esp. a conjunction, that serves to express opposition or contrast but in the sentence: She was poor but she was honest. b. Denoting an inflection of pronouns in some languages that is used alone or after a proposition, such as moi in French. 3. Also: alternative. Logic. Characterising, containing, or included in a disjunction. n. 4. Grammar. a. A disjunctive word, esp. a conjunction. b. A disjunctive pronoun. 5. Logic. A disjunctive proposition; disjunction. 

DI~QUISTIONS - n. A formal written or oral examination of a subject.

DOCETISM - n. (in the early Christian Church) A heresy that the humanity of Christ, his sufferings, and his death were apparent rather than real.

DRAMATIC IRONY - n. Theatre. The irony occurring when the implications of a situation, speech, etc., are understood by the audience but not by the characters in the play.

E
EDIFICATION - n. 1. Improvement, instruction, or enlightenment, esp. when morally or spiritually uplifting. 2. The act of edifying or state of being edified

EGREGIOUS - adj. 1. Outstandingly bad; flagrant: an egregious lie. 2. Archaic. Distinguished; eminent.

ELEATIC - adj. Of or characteristic of Elea or the school of philosophy founded there in the sixth and fifth centuries BC by Xenophanes and Parmenides. - n. An adherent of the Eleatic school, which held immutable being to be the only knowable reality and change and sensory perception to be illusory.

ELEEMOSYNARY - ad]. 1. Of, concerned with, or dependent on charity. 2. Of the blessed after death. 3. A state or place of perfect bliss.

ENGRAM - n. Psychology. The physical basis of an individual memory in the brain. Also called: neurogram.
ENTELECHY .- n. Metaphysics. (Philosophy of Aristotle) Actuality as opposed to potentiality.

EPHEBE - n. (In ancient Greece) A youth about to enter full citizenship, esp. one undergoing military training.

EPICENE - ad]. 1. Having characteristics of both sexes; hermaphroditic. 2. Of neither sex; sexless. 3. Effeminate. 4. Grammar. a. Denoting a noun that may refer to a male or a female, such as teacher as opposed to businessman or shepherd. b. (In Latin, Greek etc.) Denoting a noun that retains the same grammatical gender regardless of the sex of the referent. - 5. An epicene person or creature. 6. An epicene noun.

EPICTETUS - n. ?50-?120 AD. Greek stoic philosopher, who stressed self-renunciation and the brotherhood of man.

EPIGRAPHY - a. 1. The study of ancient inscriptions. 2. Epigraphs collectively.

EPISCOPACY — n. 1. Government of a Church by bishops. 2. Another word for episcopate.

EPISCOPATE - n. 1. The office, status, or term of office of a bishop. 2. Bishops collectively.

EPISTEMOLOGY - n. The theory of knowledge. esp. the critical study of its validity, methods and scope.

EPONYMOUS - adj. Of, pertaining to, or designating a person after whom something, such as a city, era, book, or play, is named or thought to be named: In the film “Ben Hur “, the eponymous hero was played by Charlton Heston.

EQUIPOLLENT - adj. 1. Equal or equivalent in significance, power, or effect. 2. Logic. (Of two propositions) logically deducible from each other.

EREMITE - n. A hermit or recluse.

EUPHONIC - adj. 1. Denoting or relating to euphony; pleasing to the ear. 2. (Of speech sounds) altered for ease of pronunciation.

EUPHONY - n. 1. The alteration of speech sounds, esp. by assimilation, so as to make them easier to pronounce. 2. A pleasing sound, esp. in speech. EVANESCENT - adj. 1. Passing out of sight; fading away; vanishing. 2. Ephemeral or transitory. 

EX CATHEDRA - adj., adv. 1. With authority 2. RC Church. (Of doctrines of faith or morals) Defined by the pope as infallibly true, to be accepted by all Catholics.

EXCOGITATE - vb. 1. To devise, invent, or contrive. 2. To think out in detail. 

EXCRESCENCE - n. A projection or protuberance, esp. an outgrowth from an organ or part of the body.

EXCRESCENT - ad]. 1. Denoting, relating to, or resembling an abnormal outgrowth. 2. Uselessly added; not essential; superfluous. 3. Denoting or relating to a speech, sound or letter inserted into a word without etymological justification, such as the ‘b’ in nimble.

EXCURSUS - n. An incidental digression from the main topic under discussion or from the main story in a narrative.

EXECRATE - v. 1. To loathe; detest; abhor. 2. To profess great abhorrence for; denounce; deplore. 3. To curse (a person or thing); damn.

EXEGESIS - n. p1. -ses. Explanation or critical interpretation of a text, esp. of the Bible. 

EXIGENCY - n. 1. The state of being exigent; urgency. 2. An urgent demand, pressing requirement 3. An emergency.

EXPATIATE -. vb. 1. (Followed by on or upon) To enlarge (on a theme, topic, etc.) at length or in detail; elaborate (on). 2. Rare. To wander about. 

EXPIATE - vb. To atone for or redress (sin or wrongdoing); make amends for.

EXPIATION - n. The act, process, or a means of expiating; atonement.

EXTENSION - n. 9. Logic. The class of objects designated by a specific term or concept; denotation. Compare intension.
EXTIRPATE - vb. 1. To remove or destroy completely 2. To pull up or out; uproot. 3. To remove (an organ or part) surgically.

EXTRINSIC - ad]. 1. Not contained or included within; extraneous. 2. Originating or acting from outside; external.

F

FARRAGO - n. 1. A medley; a conglomeration; a mixture; “This is a farrago of absurdity.” (Virginia Woolf) 2. Mixed fodder for cattle.

FELICITY - n. 1. Happiness; joy. 2. A cause of happiness. 3. An appropriate expression or style. FIAT - n. 1. Official sanctions; authoritative permission. 2. An arbitrary order or decree. 3. Chiefly literary. Any command, decision, or act of will that brings something about.

FISCAL - adj. 1. Of or relating to government finances, esp. tax revenues. 2. Of or involving financial matters. - n. 3. a. (In some countries) A public prosecutor, b. Scot. Short for procurator fiscal. 4. A postage or other stamp signifying payment of a tax. 

FONS ET ORIGO - n. Latin. The source and origin. 

FOOTLING - adj. Silly, trivial, or petty.

G

GEOMANCY - n. Prophecy from the patterns made when a handful of earth is cast down or dots are drawn at random and connected with lines. 

GENRE — n. 1. Kind, category, or sort, esp. of literary or artistic work. 2. a. A category of painting in which domestic scenes or incidents from everyday life are depicted, b. (As modifier): Genre painting. 

GNOSIS - n., p1. -ses. Intuitive knowledge of various spiritual truths, esp. that said to have been possessed by ancient Gnostics. 

GNOSTIC - adj. Of, relating to, or possessing knowledge, esp. esoteric spiritual knowledge.

H

HAECCEITY - n. Philosophy. Something that makes an object unique.

HAGIOGRAPHY - n., p1. -phies. 1. The writing of the lives of the saints. 2. Biography of the saints. + Any biography that idealises or idolises its subject.

HERACLITIS - n. ?535-?475 BC. Greek philosopher, who held that fire is the primordial substance of the universe and that all things are in perpetual flux.

HESYCHAST - n. Greek Orthodox Church. A member of a school of mysticism developed by the monks of Mount Athos in the 14th century. HYPERBOLE - n. A deliberate exaggeration used for effect; he embraced her a thousand times. HYPOSTASIS - n. 1. Metaphysics. The essential nature of anything as opposed to its attributes. 2. Christianity. a. Any of the three persons of the Godhead, together constituting the Trinity. b. The one person of Christ in which the divine and human natures are united. 3. The accumulation of blood in an organ or part as the result of poor circulation. 4. Another name for epistasis (sense 3)

I

IDEOGRAM or IDEOGRAPH - n. 1. A sign or symbol, used in such writing systems as those of China or Japan, that directly represents a concept, idea, or thing, rather than a word or set of words for it.

2. Any graphic sign or symbol, such as %, @, &, etc. 

IMMANENT - ad]. 1. Existing, operating, or remaining within; inherent. 2. Philosophy. (Of a mental act) Occurring entirely within the mind 3. (Of God) Present throughout the universe. 

IMMURE - vb. 1. Archaic or literary To enclose within or as if within walls; imprison, 2. To shut (oneself) away from society. 3. Obsolete. To build into or enclose within a wall. 4. Archaic. To surround or fortify with walls.

IMMUTABLE - adj. Unchanging through time; unalterable; ageless: immutable laws. 

IMPUGN - vb. To challenge or attack as false; assail; criticise.

INCIPIENT - adj. In an initial or early stage; just beginning to exist or appear.

INDISSOLUBLE - adj. Incapable of being dissolved or broken; permanent.

INTENSION - n. 1. Logic The sum of the properties or attributes connoted by a term. Compare extension. 2. Intensity.

INTER ALIA - adv. Latin. Among other things. INTERREGNUM - n., p1. -nums or -na. 1. An interval between two reigns, governments, incumbencies, etc. 2. Any period in which a state lacks a ruler, government, etc. 3. A period of absence of some control, authority, etc. 4. A gap in a continuity.

INVEIGH - vb. (Followed, by against) To speak with violent or invective language; rail. 

INVIDIOUS - adj. 1. Incurring or tending to arouse resentment, unpopularity, etc: an invidious task. 2. (Of comparisons or distinctions) Unfairly or offensively discriminating. 3. Obsolete, grudging; envious. IPSISSIMA VERBA - n. Latin. The very words; verbatim.

IPSO FACTO .- adv. Latin. By that very fact or act: ipso facto his guilt was apparent.

IRONY - n. 1. The humorous or mildly sarcastic use of words to imply the opposite of what they normally mean. 2. An instance of this, used to draw attention to some incongruity or irrationality. 3. Incongruity between what is expected to be and what actually is, or a situation or result showing incongruity. 4. See dramatic irony. 5. Philosophy. See Socratic irony.
K

KINETIC -  adj. Relating to, characterised by, or caused by motion.

L

LACONIC -  adj. (Of a person ‘s speech) Using few words; terse.

LOCATIVE - Grammar - adj. 1. (Of a word or phrase) Indicating place or direction. 2. Denoting a case of nouns, etc. that refers to the place at which the action described by the verb occurs. - n. 3. a. The locative case. b. A word or speech element in this case.

LOCUS CLASSICUS - n. Latin. An authoritative and often quoted passage from a standard work.
M

MATRIX - n., p1. -matrices or -matrixes. 1. A substance, situation, or environment in which something has its origin, takes form, or is enclosed. 2. Anatomy. The thick tissue at the base of a nail from which a fingernail or toenail develops. 3. The intercellular substance of bone, cartilage, connective tissue, etc. 4. a. The rock material in which fossils. pebbles, etc., are embedded. b. The material in which a mineral is embedded; gangue. 5-10 other meanings. MELIORISM - n. The notion that the world can be improved by human effort.

MELLIFLUOUS - ad]. 1. Flowing with honey or sweetness. 2. Smooth and sweet; rich and harmonious. Said esp. of sounds and utterances.

MESENTERY - n., p1. -teries. The double layer of peritoneum that is attached to the back wall of the abdominal cavity and supports most of the small intestine.

METAPHYSICS - n. Used as a singular verb. 1. The branch of philosophy that systematically investigates the nature of first principles and problems of ultimate reality. Metaphysics includes the study of being (ontology) and, often, the study of the structure of the universe (cosmology). 2. Speculative or critical philosophy in general. 3. Excessively subtle, abstract, or speculative reasoning. Used derogatorily.

METONYMY - n., p1. -mies. The substitution of a word referring to an attribute for the thing that is meant, as for example the use of the crown to refer to a monarch.

MNEMONIC - adj. 1. Aiding or meant to aid one’s memory. 2. Of or relating to memory or mnemonics. - n. 3. Something such as a verse, to assist memory.

MNEMONICS - n. 1. The art or practice of improving or of aiding the memory. 2. A system of rules to aid the memory.

MORGANATIC - adj. Of or designating a marriage between a person of high rank and a person of low rank, by which the latter is not elevated to the higher rank and any issue have no rights to the succession of the higher party’s titles, property, etc.
MORIBUND - adj. 1. Near death. 2. Stagnant: without force or vitality.

MUTATIS MUTANDIS - Latin. The necessary changes have been made.

N
NEOLOGISM - n. 1. A newly coined word, or a phrase or familiar word used in a new sense. 2. The practice of using or introducing neologisms. 3. Rare. A body of new ideas, esp. in theology.
NEO-PLATONISM - n. A philosophical system of the 3rd century AD combining elements of the Greek Judeo-Christian and Eastern traditions.

NOETIC - adj. Of or relating to the mind, esp. to its rational and intellectual faculties.
NOMINALISM - n. The philosophical theory that the variety of objects to which a single general word, such as dog, applies have nothing in common but the name. NON SEQUITUR -. n. 1. A statement having little or no relevance to what preceded it. 2. Logic. A conclusion that does not follow from the premises.

NOUMENON - n., p1. -na. (In the philosophy of Kant) 1. A thing as it is in itself, not perceived or interpreted, incapable of being known in practice or in principle, and so existing only as a matter of speculation, but thought by Kant to be of fundamental importance. Compare phenomenon. 2. The object of a

purely intellectual intuition.

0

OBSCURANTIST - n. An opposer of reform and enlightenment.

OBTRUDE - vb. 1. To push (oneself, one’s opinions, etc.) on others in an unwelcome way. 2. To push out or forward.

OBVIATE - vb. To do away with or counter. OECUMENE - Ecumene 

OEUVRE - n. French. 1. A work of art, literature, music etc. 2. The total output of writer, painter etc. ONTOLOGY - n. 1. Philosophy. The branch of metaphysics that deals with the nature of being. 2. Logic. The set of entities presupposed by a theory. OPPUGNANT - adj. Rare. Combative, antagonistic, or contrary.

OTIOSE - adj. 1. Serving no useful purpose: otiose language. 2. Rare. Indolent; lazy.
P

PABULUM - Formal. 1. Any substance that gives nourishment; food. 2. Insipid intellectual nourishment. PAEAN - n. 1. A hymn sung to ancient Greece in invocation of or thanksgiving to a deity. 2. Any song of praise. 3. Enthusiastic praise: the film received a paean from the critics.

PANEGYRIC - n. A public formal commendation; eulogy.

PARADIGM - n. 1. A list of all the inflectional forms of a word taken as an illustrative example of the conjugation or declension to which it belongs. 2. Any example or model used as a standard. 3. In the philosophy of science, the prevailing scientific framework of theories and concepts within which a scientist works.

PAYNIM - n. Archaic. Any non-Christian, especially a Muslim.

PEDAGOGUE - n. 1. A teacher or educator. 2. A pedantic or dogmatic teacher. 

PELLUCID - adj. 1. Transparent or translucent. 2. Extremely clear in style and meaning; limpid.  PENURY - n. 1. Extreme poverty. 2. Extreme scarcity; dearth.

PERFIDIOUS - adj. Guilty, treacherous, or faithless; deceitful.

PERFIDY - n., p1. -dies. A perfidious act. PERSPICUOUS - adj. (Of speech or writing) Easily understood; lucid.

PHARMACOPOEIA - n. An authoritative book containing a list of medicinal drugs with their uses, preparation, dosages, formulas, etc.  PHENOMENOLOGY - n. Philosophy. 1. The movement founded by Husserl that concentrates on the detailed description of conscious experience, without recourse to explanation, metaphysical assumptions, and traditional philosophical questions.

2. The science of phenomena as opposed to the science of being.

PHENOMENON - n., p1. -ena or -enons. 1. Anything that can be perceived as an occurrence or fact by the senses. 2. Any remarkable occurrence or person. 3. Philosophy, a. The object of perception, experience, etc. b. (In the writings of Kant) A thing as it appears and is interpreted in perception and reflection, as distinguished from its real nature as a thing-in-itself. Compare noumenon.

PHILOLOGY - n. (No longer in scholarly use) 1. Comparative and historical linguistics. 2. The scientific analysis of written records and literary texts. 3. The study of literature in general.
PHILTRE - n. A drink supposed to arouse love, desire etc.

PHLEGM - n. 1. The viscid mucus secreted by the walls of the respiratory tract. 2. Archaic. One of the four bodily humours. 3. Apathy; stolidity; indifference. 4. Self-possession; imperturbability; coolness.

PHTHISIC - Obsolete. adj. 1. Relating to or affected with phthisis. n. 2. Another name for asthma.

PHTHISIS - n. Rare. Any disease that causes wasting of the body, esp. tuberculosis.

PLANGENT - adj. 1. Having a loud deep sound. 2. Resonant and mournful in sound.

POGROM - n. An organised persecution or extermination of an ethnic group, esp. of Jews.

POLEMIC - adj. also POLEMICAL. 1. Of or involving dispute or controversy. - n. 2. An argument or controversy, esp. over a doctrine, belief, etc. 3. A person engaged in such an argument or controversy.

POLYGLOT - adj. 1. Having a command of many languages. 2. Written in, composed of, or containing many languages. - n. 3. A person with a command of many languages. 4. A book, esp. a Bible, containing several versions of the same text written in various languages.

PREDICATE - vb. 1. To proclaim, declare, or affirm. 2. To imply or connote. 3. (Followed by on or upon) To base or found (a proposition, argument, etc.). 4. Logic a. To assert or affirm (a property, characteristic, or condition) of the subject of a proposition. b. To make (a term, expression, etc.) the predicate of a proposition. - n. 5. Grammar. a. The part of a sentence in which something is asserted or denied of the subject of a sentence. b. (As modifier): A predicate adjective. 6. Logic. A term, property, characteristic, or condition that is affirmed or denied concerning the subject of a proposition. - adj. 7. Of or relating to something that has been predicated.

PRESCIND - vb. 1. To withdraw attention, (from something). 2. To isolate, remove, or separate, as for special consideration.

PRINCIPIAL - adj. First or elementary principle i.e. pratitya-samutpada.

PROBITY - n. Confirmed integrity; uprightness.

PROCRUSTES - n. Greek myth. A robber, who put travellers in his bed, stretching or lopping off their limbs so that they fitted.

PROLIX - adj. 1. (Of speech, book etc.) So long as to be boring; verbose. 2. Indulging in prolix speech or writing; long-winded.

PROMULGATE - vb. 1. To put into effect (a law, decree, etc.) esp. by formal proclamation. 2. To announce or declare officially. 3. To make widespread. 

PROPAEDEUTIC - n. 1. (Often plural) Preparatory instruction basic to further study of an art or science. - adj. also PROPAEDEUTICAL 2. Of, relating to, or providing such instruction

PROPHYLACTIC - adj. 1. Protecting from or preventing disease. 2. Protective or preventive. - n. 3. A prophylactic drug or device. 4. Chiefly US. Another name for condom.

PROSODY - n. The study of poetic metre and of the art of versification inc. stress of syllables.

PROTEAN - adj. Readily taking on various shapes or forms; variable.

PRURIENT - adj. 1. Unusually or morbidly interested in sexual thoughts or practices. 2. Exciting or encouraging lustfulness; erotic.

PULLULATE - vb. 1. (Of animals, etc.) To breed rapidly or abundantly; teem; swarm. 2. (Of plants or plant parts) To sprout, bud, germinate.

PURSUIVANT - n. 1. The lowest rank of heraldic officer. 2. History. A state or royal messenger. 3. History. A fellow or attendant.

R

RATIOCINATE - vb. To think or argue logically and methodically; reason.

RATIONALE - n. A reasoned exposition, esp. one defining the fundamental reasons for a course of action, belief, etc.

RATIONALISM - n. 1. The doctrine that reason is the proper basis for regulating morals, conduct, etc. 2. Philosophy. a. The doctrine that knowledge is acquired by reason without regard to experience. b. The Cartesian doctrine that self-evident propositions and their consequences form the basis of all knowledge. 3. Theology. The doctrine that human reason, rather than divine revelation, is the basis for establishing truth, 

RECALCITRANT - adj. 1. Not susceptible to control or authority; refractory. - n. 2. A recalcitrant person.

RECENSION - n. 1. A critical revision of a literary work. 2. A text revised in this way.

RECONDITE - adj. 1.Requiring special knowledge to be understood; abstruse. 2. Dealing with abstruse or profound subjects.

REDACT - vb. 1. To compose or draft (an edict, proclamation etc.) 2. To put (a literary work etc.) into appropriate form for publication; edit.

REDOLENT - adj. 1. Having a pleasant smell; fragrant. 2. (Postpositive; followed by of or with) Having the odour or smell (of); scented (with): a room

redolent of country flowers. 3. (Postpositive; followed by of or with) Reminiscent or suggestive (of): a picture of the 18th century, 

RETICULATE - adj. also reticular 1. In the form of a network or having a network of parts: a reticulate leaf. 2. Resembling, covered with, or having the form of a net. - vb. 3. To form or be formed into a net. REVENANT - n. Something, esp. a ghost, that returns.

RHETORIC - n. 1. The study of the technique of using language effectively. 2. The art of using speech to persuade, influence, or please; oratory. 3. Excessive use of ornamentation and contrivance in spoken or written discourse; bombast. 4. Speech or discourse that pretends to significance but lacks true meaning: all the politician says is mere rhetoric.

S
SACERDOTAL - adj. Of, relating to, or characteristic of priests.

SARDONIC - adj. Characterised by irony, mockery, or derision.

SCION - n. 1. A descendant, heir, or younger member of a family. 2. A shoot or twig of a plant used from a graft.

SEDULOUS - adj. Constant or persistent in use or attention; assiduous; diligent

SEMANTIC - adj. 1. Of or relating to meaning or arising from distinctions between the meanings of different words or symbols. 2. Of or relating to semantics.

SEMANTICS - n. 1. The branch of linguistics that deals with the study of meaning, changes in meaning, and the principles that govern the relationship between sentences or words and their meanings. 2. The study of the relationships between signs and symbols and what they represent. 3. Logic. The principles that determine the truth-values of the formulas in a logical system.

SEMINAL - adj. 1. Potentially capable of development. 2. Highly original, influential and important. 3. Rudimentary or unformed. 4. Of or relating to semen: seminal fluid. 5. Biology. Of or relating to seed.

SERAGLIO or SERAIL - n.. 1. The harem of a Muslim house or palace. 2. A sultan’s palace, esp. in the former Turkish Empire. 3. The wives and concubines of a Muslim.

SERE or SEAR - adj. 1. Archaic. Dried up or withered. - vb., n.. 2. A rare spelling of sear. — n. 3. The series of changes occurring in the ecological succession of a particular community. 

SIMILITUDE - n. 1. Likeness; similarity. 2. A thing or sometimes a person that is like or the counterpart of another. 3. Archaic. A simile, allegory, or parable. SIMULACRUM - n., pl. -cra. Archaic. 1. Any image or representation of something. 2. A slight, unreal, or vague semblance of something; superficial likeness. SINE QUA NON - Latin. n. An essential condition or requirement. (Literally: without which not.
SMARAGDINE TABLET (from Wikipedia) - n. The Emerald Tablet, also known as Smaragdine Table or The Secret of Hermes, is an ancient text purporting to reveal the secret of the primordial substance and its transmutations. This short and cryptic text was highly regarded by European alchemists as the foundation of their art, in particular of its Hermetic tradition. 
SMORGASBORD - n. Swedish. A meal consisting of a varied number of dishes, such as salads, cheeses, and pate, served buffet-style.

SOCRATIC IRONY - n. Philosophy. A means of exposing inconsistencies in a person’s opinions by close questioning and the admission of one’s own ignorance.

SODALITY - n. 1. RC Church. A religious or charitable society. 2. Fraternity; fellowship.

SOLIPSISM - n. Philosophy The theory that the self is the only thing that can be known to exist. 

SOMA - n., p1. -mata or -mas.  1.The body of an organism, esp. an animal, as distinct from the germ cells. 2. An intoxicating plant juice used in Vedic rituals.

SOMATIC - adj. 1. Of or relating to the soma: somatic cells. 2. Of or relating to an animal body or body wall as distinct from viscera, limbs, and head. 3. Of or relating to the human body as distinct from mind: a somatic disease.

SOPHISTRY - n., p1. -ries. 1. a. A method of argument that is seemingly plausible though actually invalid and misleading. b. The art of using such arguments. 2. Subtle but unsound or fallacious reasoning. 3. An instance of this; sophism.

SOTERIOLOGY - n. Theology. The doctrine of salvation.

SUBSTANTIALISM - n. Philosophy. 1. The doctrine that a substantial reality underlies phenomena. 2. The doctrine that matter is a real substance.

SUPEREROGATION - n. 1. The performance of work in excess of that required or expected. 2. RC Church. Supererogatory prayers, devotion, etc. SYLLOGISM - n. 1. A deductive inference by which a conclusion is derived from two propositions, the major premise and the minor premise. The subject of the conclusion, the minor term (F), appears in the minor premise, the predicate of the conclusion, the major term (H), appears in the major premise, and the middle term (G), appears only in both premises, not the conclusion. The most common type of syllogism consists of categorical statements, such as all F are G, all H are F, therefore all H are G. 2. A piece of deductive reasoning from the general to the particular. 3. A subtle or deceptive piece of reasoning. SYNCOPE - n. 1. Pathology. A technical word for a faint. 2. The omission of one or more sounds or letters from the middle of a word.

SYNCRETIZE - vb. To combine or attempt to combine the characteristic teachings, beliefs, or practices of (differing systems of religion or philosophy).

SYNCRETISM - n. 1. The tendency to syncretize. 2. The historical tendency of languages to reduce their use of inflection, as in the development of Old English

SYNECDOCHE - n. A figure of speech in which a part is substituted for a whole or a whole for a part, as in 50 head of cattle for 50 cows, or the army for a soldier.

SYNOPTIC - adj. 1. Of or constituting a synopsis or summary. 2. Presenting an account from the same point of view. 3. Often capital S. Of or designating the first three Gospels of the New Testament (Matthew, Mark, and Luke), which correspond closely. 4. Of or concerning the meteorological conditions at a given time: a synoptic chart.

SYNTAX - n. 1. The branch of linguistics that deals with the grammatical arrangement of words and morphemes in the sentences of a language or of languages in general. 2. The totality of facts about the grammatical arrangement of words in a language. 3. A systematic statement of the rules governing the grammatical arrangement of words and morphemes in a language. 4. A systematic statement of the rules governing the properly formed formulas of a logical system. 5. Obsolete. An orderly arrangement or system.

SYSTOLE - n. Contraction of the heart, during which blood is pumped into the aorta and the arteries that lead to the lungs.

T

TACIT - adj. 1. Not spoken; implied or understood:

her glare was a tacit accusation. 2. a. Implied by or inferred from actions or statements. b. Law. Arising by operation of the law, rather than through direst expression. 3. Archaic. Silent; not speaking.

TAUTOLOGY - n. 1. The use of words that merely repeat elements of the meaning already conveyed, as in the sentence: Will these supplies be adequate enough? In place of: Will these supplies be adequate? 2. Logic. A proposition that is always true whether its component terms are true or false, as in either the sun is out or the sun is not out.

TELEOLOGICAL - adj. The study of the evidence of design or purpose in nature.

TENDENTIOUS or TENDENCIOUS - adj. Having or showing an intentional tendency or bias, esp. a controversial one.

TONSURE - n. 1. (In certain religions and monastic orders) a. The shaving of the head or the crown of the head only. b. The part of the head left bare by shaving. c. The state of being shaven thus. - vb. 2. To shave the head of.

TRADITION - n. 1. The passing down of elements of a culture from generation to generation, esp. by oral communication. 2. a. A mode of thought or behaviour followed by a people continuously from generation to generation; a cultural custom or usage. b. A set of such customs and usages viewed as a coherent body of precedents influencing the present. c. A set of such customs followed in a particular art. 3. A body of unwritten religious precepts. 4. Any time-honoured practice or a set of such practices. 5. Law. The transfer of property to another. Latin. traditio. from tradere, to hand over: trans-, over + dare, to give.

TRADUCIANISM - n. Theol. The belief that the soul is inherited from the parents along with the body.

U

UBIQUITOUS - adj. Having or seeming to have the ability to be everywhere at once; omnipresent.

URBANE - adj. Characterised by elegance or sophistication.

V

VERACITY - n. 1. Truthfulness or honesty, esp. when consistent or habitual. 2. Precision; accuracy. 3. Something true; a truth.

VICISSITUDE - n. 1. Variation or mutability in nature or life, esp. successive alternation from one condition or thing to another. 2. A variation in circumstances, fortune, character, etc. 

VITIATE - vb. 1. To make faulty or imperfect. 2. To debase, pervert, or corrupt. 3. To destroy the force or legal effect of (a deed etc.): to vitiate a contract. 

VOCIFEROUS - adj. 1. Characterised by vehemence, clamour, or noisiness: vociferous protests. 2. Making an outcry or loud noises; clamorous: a vociferous mob.

VOLUPTUARY - n. A person whose life is given over to luxury and sensual pleasures; a sensualist. 

VOTARY - n., p1. -ries. 1. A person bound by vows to live the religious life; a monk or nun. 2. Any person fervently devoted, as to a religion, leader, or ideal. - adj. Archaic 3. Consecrated by a vow. 4. Resembling or pertaining to a vow.

X
XENOPHOBE - n. A person who hates or fears foreigners or strangers.

XENOPHOBIA - n. Hatred or fear of foreigners or strangers or of their politics or culture. 

XYLOGRAPH - n. 1. An engraving in wood. 2. A print taken from a wood block. -vb. 3. To print (a design, illustration, etc.) from a wood engraving.

Z
ZEITGEIST - German. n. The spirit, attitude, or general outlook of a specific time or period, esp. as it is reflected in literature, philosophy, etc.
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